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the business in time for the fact o be recorded in Kent's Directory
for 1818, For there we find once more:

“Johoscm, J. Astayet of ore & metals, 7 Maidén Ia Wood Str.*
while the noxt catry

“ohson, I\ N., practical mineralogist, & Maiden Ia Weed Su.°
which entrics continuc until 1821,

The cxplanation of this is that Percival had for long been o
young man with ideas and the necesary initiative and energy
w0 carry them out, He had chafed under the restrictions of his
father's business with its continuoun burden of uniform routine,
He koew of 4 greatly improved form of assay balance which
would give much more accurate results than the old-fashioned
omes employed by his father. He listened with impatience when
his father exphaincd that the market did not want greater
accuracy in the assays, since that would inevitably reduce the
‘margins from which the brokers and other merchants derived
their living, He had ulio read all he could about the new seien-
ces of geology and mineralogy. He hud listened to the talk of the
prospectors who came ty Maiden Lane with samples. He had
Beard the cientists who were friendly with his father and with
his brother-in-law Thomas Cock. On the anc hand he wanted
10 Jaunch out far himself; on the other he saw himself ticd to &
relatively small business out of which he and bis thirce brothers
and three sisters were likely to have o draw a living. He did
not like the prospect, and so when the partncrship of 1817
Iroke up and his father decided to come back 1 the business,
he determined to start for himseli. But he had nowhere to o
and anybow could not leave his faher alone with o one
Mielp bim. Providentially the litle house, No. 8 Maiden Lane
at the comer of Staining Lane, was empty and he was able to
rent it at once, He probably continucd t live at his fither's
premises next door and use No, B only for the reception of such
new clients as he was able to attract. Ay assaying that might
come ks way must have been done at the parental bench,
while hie lent a hand with his futher's job. The latter bad given
him his blessing, and £150, which he said was all the busines
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could afford, This carried matters forward unil July 1821,
when Gearge Richard reached the age of 14 and could come
into the business as an spprentice. Unlike his clder brothers,
he was ot brought in under the auspices of the Worshipful
Company but just joined up at the bench and took up his
freedom by patrimony at the proper time on August 6th, 1828.
“The settling down of the new apprentice relicyed Percival of
his day-to-dy responsibilitics towards' his father and be was
enabled ta firther his ambitions and o provide better sccom-
modation for bis growing busines by moving in February 1822
0 an empiy house at 79 Hatton Garden, There he progresed
up what eventually became the groat business of
% , Marthey & Co Lid, and the story of that progress,
having been told in full detail chewhere, will not be tepeated
here. It must however be cmphasised that the new business
was completely independent of the old, indeed later a strong
competitor with it, and no band existed between the two until,
aver & century later, events forced the creation of onc.

On June 230d, 1821, & forther tragedy overtok the Johnson
family in the sudden death of their youngest daughter Martha
at the age of 15 years, from a heart attack during the night.
She vias, it appears, a very charming girl (Mrs Wood says that
she and Charles were the only handsome members of the
family) and her loss was another severe blow to her parents.
She was buricd in Stoke Newinglon churchyard, where her
opitaph is:

“Sacred to (he memory of Martha, daughter of Jobs and Mary
Jolumon of this pariah, who died June 2grd 1821 aged fificen years snd

Forgive tibest shade the tributary tear,

Wiich moums thy exit from a world like this,

Fargive the wish thist wiiuld bave kept thes bere

And siaid thy progres v the realms of bijw

The next event in the family was a happicr one, the marriage

of the clder surviving davghter Mary Ann to John Horuby
Mas in August 1826 at Stoke Newington, Sars her daughter
Anne Mary: *My mother worc & myrtc-green pelissc and with



